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“Madness” in Literature 
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Course Description: What does it mean to be “mad,” mentally ill, or intellectually and/or 
developmentally disabled? How do we categorize people using these terms and what do we 
really mean when we use them in conversation? In “Madness” in Literature we’ll explore how 
disability and Madness appear in American literature, both in poetry and fiction, focusing on 
what ideas about and reactions to “”being Mad” or “being normal” over time have taught us 
about what it means–and what we assume it means–to be human. 
 
 
 
                All sections of English 254 satisfy UT’s General Education requirements 

in both Arts & Humanities (AH) and Communicating through Writing (WC). 


