Marie Balsley Taylor, PhD
Email: mtayl206@utk.edu
314 McClung Tower, Knoxville TN 37996

EDUCATION

2017  Ph.D. in English Literature, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
Dissertation: “Diplomatic Conversions: Recovering Sachem Influence in Seventeenth-
Century New England Missionary Writings.”
Dissertation Committee: Kristina Bross (Advisor), Jean O’Brien, Derek Pacheco, and
Christopher Lukasik

M.A. in English Literature, Georgetown University, Washington, DC
Thesis: “The Religious Symbolism of Louise Erdrich.”

M.A. Advisor: Lucy Maddox
Excams passed with Distinction

B.A. in English and French, Bethel University, St. Paul, MN
Thesis: “En Regardant I’Autre: Les Effect du Colonialisme en Indochine sur les Femmes”
Magna Cum Launde

ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2024-Present Assistant Professor of English, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN
2020-2024 Assistant Professor of English, University of North Alabama, Florence, AL
2018-2022 Research Affiliate, Center for Early Modern History, University of Minnesota
2016-2019 Fresh Start Advisor and Writing Instructor, Bethel University, St. Paul, MN
2013-2014 Graduate Instructor, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN

2012 Instructor, Oglala Lakota College, He Sapa Center, Rapid City, SD

2009 Instructor, Georgetown College Preparatory Program in English, Washington, DC

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS

2019-2020 Acting Assistant Director for the Office of Off-Campus Programs and
International Studies, Bethel University, St. Paul, MN.

2011 Internship Coordinator, Indian University of North America, Crazy Horse, SD

2009-2010 Office Manager, Ellsworth Development Authority, Rapid City, SD

2005-2009 Office Manager, United States Senate, Washington, DC.

SCHOLARSHIP

Books

Indigenons Kinship, Colonial Texts, and the Contested Space of Early New England. Natives of the Northeast
Series. Eds. Lisa T. Brooks and Jean M. O’Brien. Boston: University of Massachusetts Press,
2023.

Reviewed by:
Sayre, Jillian. Awmserican Literary History 36:4 (2024): 1186-1189.
Wigginton, Caroline. American Indian Quarterly (ALQ) 48:2 (2024): 195-198.

Scholarly Edition: John Eliot’s Tears of Repentance and Indian Dialognes. Edited and with an
Introduction by Marie Balsley Taylor, Kristina Bross, and Laura Stevens. Broadview Press,
2025. Proposal Accepted.


https://www.umasspress.com/9781625347251/indigenous-kinship-colonial-texts-and-the-contested-space-of-early-new-england/
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Peer Reviewed Articles and Book Chapters

“Writing on the Wall: Indigenous Books in Unexpected Place.” Co-written with Samantha Majhor
and Agléska Cohen-Rencountre. In Gatherings: New Directions in Indigenous Book History,
Edited by Amy Gore and Dan Radus. Acepted: Under Review with University of Pennsylvania Press.

“Acting Together: Changing Concepts of Land and Responsibility in the Indigenous Northeast,” in
Placing Religion in the Enlightenment. Oxford Studies in the Enlightenment Series. Eds, Daniel
Fulda, Laura Stevens, and Sabine Volk-Birke. Oxford University Press. Under contract and
under review.

“A Contested Pennacook Object in a Seventeenth Century Puritan Mission” in American Contact:
Intercultural Encounter and the History of the Book. Eds. Rhae Lynn Barnes and Glenda
Goodman. Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania Press, 2024.

“The Sachem and the Minister: Questions, Answers, and Genre Formation in the New England
Missionary Project” Early American Literature. 55.1, Spring 2020: 21-46.

Reviewed by:
Oberholtzer Lee, Heidi. American Literary Scholarship 2020. Durham, NC: Duke
University Press, 2020, 180.

“Recovering Indigenous Kinship: Community, Conversion, and the Digital Turn,” in Afterlives of
Indigenons Archives: Essays in Honor of The Occom Circle, edited by Gordon Henry Jr. and Ivy
Schweitzer. University Press of New England, 2019: 139-155.

Reviewed by:

Sorrell, Rhiannon. “Afterlives of Indigenons Archives: Essays in Honor of the Occom Circle.”” Tribal
College: Journal of American Indian Higher Education 31:4 (2020): 42.

Lopenzina, Drew. Review of “Afferlives of Indigenons Archives: Essays in Honor of “I'he Occom
Circle” Modern Philology 118: 2 (2020): E150-E153.

Kovalyova, Natalia. “Review of Seeking a New Life for Indigenous Archives.” Journal of
Contemporary Archival Studies 8:1 (2021): 1-6.

“Apostates in the Woods: Quakers, Praying Indians, and Circuits of Communication in Humphrey
Norton’s New-England’s Ensigne.” In Quakers and American Indians, edited by Geoffrey Plank
and Ignacio Gallup-Diaz. Brill Book Series Ewuropean Expansion and Indigenous Response, 2019:
30-53.

Book Reviews

“Review of Caroline Wigginton’s Indigenutiy: Native Craftwork and the Art of American Literature. In the
North Carolina Historical Review, forthcoming 2024.

“Review of Anna Schwartz’s Unmwored: The Search for Sincerity in Colonial America.” In Genre: Forms of
Disconrse and Culture 56:3 (2024).

“Review of Richard Pointer’s Pacifist Prophet: Papunbank and the Quest for Peace in Early America” In
Quatker History 111:1, Spring 2022: 95-97.
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Textbook Companions and Encyclopedia Entries

“Early Modern Indigenous Women.” The Palgrave Encyclopaedia of Early Modern Women’s Writing.
Edited by Patricia Pender and Rosalind Smith. London, Palgrave Macmillan Cham.
Forthcoming 2024.

“Book of Martyrs by John Foxe (Publication of),” “Founding of the Quakers.” Great Events in
Religion: An Encyclopedia of Pivotal Events in Religions History. Edited by Florin Curta and
Andrew Holt. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC CLIO, 2016.

“Early Native Voices from the British Colonies.” Colonial Era to the 19th Century in American Literature.
Edited by Laura A. Leibman. Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Researcher, 2016.

Instructional Web Content

Taylor, Marie Balsley. “Graduate School Applications: Writing a Research Statement.” Purdue OWL.
West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University, 2013.

Public History Work

Committee for the Alabama Music Archives. University of North Alabama, Florence, AL 2023

Researcher and writer for Arie/ Rios Murals interpretation panels on Indigenous representation
located in the General Services Administration Building, Washington DC, 2009-2010.

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS

2023 College of Arts, Sciences and Engineering Outstanding Early Career Research Award

2023 Folger Shakespeare Library Travel Grant for “Early Modern Intersections in the American
South” at the University of Alabama

2022 University of North Alabama Laura Harrison Professor of English (2022-2023)

2021 Rare Book School Directors Fellowship

2020 Newberry Library Travel Grant for Folger Spring Semester Seminar “Early Modern
Iroquoia” with Scott Manning Stevens

2018 Newberry Library Travel Grant for Folger Weekend Seminar “Digging the Past: Writing and
Agriculture in the Seventeenth Century,” with Frances Dolan.

2016 Promoting Research Opportunities to Maximize Innovation and Scholarly Excellence
(PROMISE) Award, Purdue University

2016 McNeil Center for Early American Studies Travel Grant, University of Pennsylvania

2015 Cheryl Oreovicz Scholarship in Early American Studies, Purdue University

2013 Writing Showcase Dean’s Award for Pedagogical Presentation, Purdue University

2012 Quintilian Award for Teaching Excellence, Purdue University

2011 Ross Fellowship for Ph.D. Recruitment, Purdue University (4-year fellowship)
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CONFERENCES AND INVITED TALKS

National and International Conferences

“Community Touchstones: Writing and Remembering the Rapid City Boarding School and
Sanitarium.” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association Meeting. Oklahoma City,
OK. Forthcoming June 26-28, 2025.

“John Indian: Indigenous Activism and The Salem Witch Trials.”” Society of Early Americanists
Biennial Conference. South Bend, IN. Forthcoming, June 5-8. 2025.

“Indigenous Utopias: The Limits of Reimagining Native North America.” McNeil Center
Conference “Where is Early America.” Philadelphia, PA, May 1-3, 2025.

“Indigenous Kinship in Early Modern Texts.” Modern Language Association’s 2024 Annual
Convention. Philadelphia, PA, January 2024.

“Of Brass Men and Angels: Finding and Destroying French Catholic Pennacook Objects in 17th
Century New England.” Center for Research on Global Catholicism’s “Translations,
Transgressions, and Transformations: The Global Movement of Objects in Catholic
Culture” Conference. St. Louis, MO. October 20-21, 2023.

“Indigenous Kinship, Colonial Texts, and the Contested Space of Early New England Book Talk.”
Society of Early Americanists Twelfth Biennial Conference. Silver Springs, MD, June 8-12, 2023.

“Corn, Kinship, and Genre in Early America.” New Directions in Indigenous Book History.
Sponsored by the Rare Book School. Digital Conference. March 23-24, 2023.

“Kinship as Pedagogy in the First Year Seminar.” Part of the Teaching Roundtable “Pedagogical
Vandalism; Or, to Willfully Destroy a Syllabus.” Society of Early Americanists Twelfth
Biennial Conference: The Many Pasts, Presents & Futures of Early America. Virtual
Seminar, March 3-7, 2021.

“‘A small Brass Image of a Man”: The Role of Intercultural Contact in New England Missionary
Writings.” American Contact: Intercultural Encounter & the History of the Book, Princeton
University Humanities Council, Princeton, NJ, April 23-25, 2020.

“‘Among his Kindred and Friends The Structures of Kinship in John Eliot’s Indian Dialognes”
(Panel Organizer and Presenter). Society of Early Americanists Eleventh Biennial Conference.
Eugene, OE, Feb 28-March 2, 2019.

“Reconfiguring Reciprocity: The Role of Indigenous Religion in New England Missionary Texts.”
Religion and Politics in Early America. Society of Early Americanists Special Topics
Conference. St. Louis, MO, March 1-4, 2018.

“Apostates in the Woods: Quakers, Praying Indians, and Circuits of Communication in Humphrey
Norton’s New-England’s Ensigne.” Religion and Politics in Early America. Society of Early
Americanists Special Topics Conference. St. Louis, MO, March 1-4, 2018.
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“The Sachem and the Minister: The Influence of Algonquian Diplomacy on the Language of New
England Indian Missions.” Native American and Indigenous Studies Association
Conference, Vancouver, BC, June 22-25, 2017.

“’For the Memory of the Time:” The Influence of African Naming Practices on the Early English
Novel,” — A Joint Presentation with Friday Omot. American Society of Eighteenth-Century
Studies Annual Meeting, Minneapolis, MN, March 30-April 2, 2017.

“Resistance in the Woods: Rethinking the role of Algonquian-English Alliances in the Puritan
Quaker Contflict,” The McNeil Center for Early American Studies Conference, “Quakers
and American Indians from the 1650s to the 21* Century,” Philadelphia, PA, November 10-
12, 2016.

“The Methodologies of Kinship: Using Genealogies as a Guide to Indigenous Archives,”
Indigenous Archives in the Digital Age: A Society of Early Americanists Symposium,
Dartmouth College, Hanover, NH, September 9-11, 2016.

“Miantonomi’s Map: Investigating Indigenous Representations of the 1637 Mystic Massacre,”
“Translation and Transmission in the Early Americas:” The Fourth Early Americanists
Summit, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, June 2-5, 2016.

“Finding the Balance: The Presence of Algonquian Theology in Seventeenth-Century Puritan
Missionary Tracts,” Renaissance Society of America Conference, Berlin, Germany, March
26-28, 2015.

“Mapping the Mystic Massacre: A New Approach to Pictorial Representations of the Pequot War,”
Native American and Indigenous Studies Conference, Washington, DC, June 4-6, 2015.

“Colloquy with Hilary Wyss on English Letters and Indian Literacies,” American Society for Eighteenth
Century Studies Conference, Los Angeles, CA, March 19-21, 2015.

“A Struggle for Space: Recovering Native Voices in the New England Quaker Conflict,” Society of
Early Americanists Special Topics Conference, “London and the Americas,” London,
England, July 17-21, 2014.

“The Power of Suffering: Explicating a Native Viewpoint in John Eliot’s Seventeenth-Century
Missionary Tracts” Native American and Indigenous Studies Conference, Austin, TX, May
29-31, 2014.

Invited Talks:
“Native People and Native Lands.” Sequoyah Elementary School Third Grade Social Studies,
Knoxville, TN. February 26, 2025.

“The Cherokee Missionary School on Chickamauga Creek: Exploring the History Indigenous
Missions in the Tennessee River Valley.” Florence Indian Mound Speaker Series. Florence
Arts and Museums, Florence, AL, April 24, 2022.
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“Origin Stories and FEarly American Studies” Roundtable. Society of Farly Americanists Seminar
Series. Virtual Talk, October 8, 2021.

“Puritan Utopias: Imagining Colonial Order in Early America and Africa.” Thinking With Crusoe
Roundtable. Consortium for the Study of the Premodern World, University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, MN, April 11, 2019.

“Kinship, Conversion, and Diplomacy: Recovering the Indigenous Social Context of Seventeenth
Century New England Missionary Writings.” Brandeis University Florence Kay Postdoctoral
Fellowship Search, Waltham, MA, March 6, 2018.

“Establishing Diplomacy: Recovering the Indigenous Social Context of Seventeenth-Century New
England Protestant Writings.” University of Texas at Austin Early American Literature
Search, Austin, TX, February 5, 2018.

“Traditions, Meet the 21*: Open-Access Databases and Online Archives Connecting Native
American Literature to 21st Century Technology,” Minnesota Council of Teachers of

English Workshop-a-Go-Go Day, Glenwood, MN, March 17, 2016.

“The Pequot War” (Guest Lecturer), ENGL 657, “Fighting Words: Violence in Early American
Literature,” Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, January 27, 2016.

“Restoring Balance: The Role of Ojibwe Religion and Justice in Louise Erdrich’s The Round House,”
Normandale Community College Writing Festival, Bloomington, MN, March 19, 2014.

Select Regional and Graduate Student Conferences

“Indigenous Frontiers: The Influence of Algonquian Kinship Practices on Eighteenth-Century
Protestant Missionary Writings.” Midwestern American Society for Eighteenth-Century
Studies, Sioux Falls, SD, October 12-13, 2018.

“’hurt in their Bodies, distracted in their Minds”: Puritan and Quaker Translations of Indian
Suffering in Colonial New England,” Newberry Center for Renaissance Studies
Multidisciplinary Graduate Student Conference, Chicago, IL, January 23-25, 2014.

“Translating Suffering Indian Bodies in Tears of Repentance” Princeton University American Indian
Studies Working Group Graduate Student Conference, Princeton, NJ, May 11, 2013.

“Ushering In the End of the World: The Millennial Rhetoric of John Norton’s The Heart of New
England Rent,” The University of Tulsa English Graduate Student Conference, Tulsa, OK,
2012, October 4-6, 2012.

“An Ojibwe-Catholic Sacrament: The Significance of Baptism in the Novels of Louise Erdrich,”
Regional Meeting of the Conference on Christianity and Literature, Grand Rapids, MI, April
18-20, 2012.
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ACADEMIC WORKSHOPS

2024 Volunteer Faculty Launchpad, UTK Curriculum and Development Design

2023  “Farly Modern Intersections in the American South.” Folger Shakespeare Library.
Tuscaloosa, AL. February 14-15

2022 “Early Modern Intersections in the American South.” Folger Shakespeare 1ibrary. Virtual
Symposium. February 16-18.

2021  “H-90a: Teaching the History of the Book” with Michael Suarez. Rare Book School. Virtual
Symposium. August 1-9, 2021: 20 Credit Hours.

2020  “Early Modern Iroquoia” Spring Semester Workshop with Scott Manning Stevens, Folger
Shakespeare Library, hosted by Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY.

2018  “Digging the Past: Writing and Agriculture in the Seventeenth Century,” Weekend Seminar
with Frances Dolan, Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, D.C., Nov 1-3.

MEDIA APPERANCES

2023  Society of Early Americanists Junior Scholar of the Month, February 2023. Available via:
https://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/whats-new-announcements/sea-junior-scholar-
of-the-month-february-2023-marie-balsley-taylor

2022 “Recovering 17"-Century Indigenous Lives and Voices.” University of Tulsa Kendall
College of Arts and Sciences News. January 5. Available via:
https://artsandsciences.utulsa.edu/indigenous-voices-new-england-stevens/

2020 “Interview.” Early American Literature Podcast for Issue 55.1, February 5, 2020. Available via:
https://english.as.uky.edu/podcasts/earlv-american-literature-podcast

COURSES TAUGHT

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN
ENGL 381 American Tales, Songs, and Material Culture: Introduction to Folklore
ENGL 481 Families in Early American Literature
ENGL 231 / ENGL 237H Early American Literature
ENGL 303 American Cultures
University of North Alabama, Florence, AL
Undergraduate:
EN 112: First Year Composition 11
EN 221: American Literature: Beginnings through Whitman
EN 221H: Honors American Literature: Beginnings through Whitman
EN 308: Studies in American Folklore
EN 318: Genre Studies in American Literature: Witch Trials, Warfare, and Utopia
EN 318: Genre Studies in American Literature: Writing a Self in Early America
EN 413: Transnational American Literature
EN 452: The Early American Novel
EN 491W: English Senior Seminar
EN 497: Native American Literature
Graduate:
EN 513: Transnational American Literature
EN 597: Native American Literature
EN 601: Introduction to Graduate Studies
EN 611: Studies in American Literature to 1830
EN 612 American Literature 1830-1900


https://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/whats-new-announcements/sea-junior-scholar-of-the-month-february-2023-marie-balsley-taylor
https://www.societyofearlyamericanists.org/whats-new-announcements/sea-junior-scholar-of-the-month-february-2023-marie-balsley-taylor
https://artsandsciences.utulsa.edu/indigenous-voices-new-england-stevens/
https://english.as.uky.edu/podcasts/early-american-literature-podcast
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EN 613: American Literature 1900 to 1945
EN 699: Directed Readings and Research
Bethel University, St. Paul, MN
GES 106/109: Orientation to College Studies/Orientation to Liberal Arts
GES 110: College Writing
ENL 303: Shakespeare: The Art of the Dramatist
Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
ENGL106: Introductory Composition
Oglala Lakota College, Rapid City, SD
ENGL 103: Freshman English I
The Indian University of North America, Crazy Horse, SD
AIS 194: Student Internship
AIS 257: Early American Indian History and Culture
Georgetown University, Washington, DC
College Preparatory Program in English

SERVICE

To the Profession
2024-Present  Society of Early Americanists Media Committee

2024 External Manuscript Reviewer for University of Massachusetts Press, Native
Americans of the Northeast Series

2024 External Reviewer for Eighteenth-Century Studies (Spring)

2024 External Reviewer for American Literary History (Spring)

2021 External Reviewer for Oxford Bibliographies

2019 External Reviewer for Dzalogues on: Race. Augsburg Fortress Press, St. Paul, MN.

To the University

2023-2024 University Senator, University of North Alabama (UNA)

2022-2024 University Athletics Committee, UNA

2022-2024 University Athletics Committee Minority Working Group, UNA

2021-2024 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, UNA

2021-2024 Arts, Science, and Engineering Research & Development Grants Committee UNA
2015-2017 Curriculum Development Committee for ACT 6 Program, Bethel University

To the Department

2024-Present PhD Admissions Committee, UTK

2024-Present Graduate Committee, UTK

2023 African-American Literature Search Committee Co-Chair, UNA

2023-2024 Laura Harrison Fellowship Review Committee, UNA

2022-2024 Master of Arts Applicant Review Committee, UNA

2022 Native American History/Public History Search Committee Member, UNA
2021-2024 English Department Curriculum Committee: Chair 2022-Present, UNA
2021-2024 Sophomore Literature Option 1 Committee: Vice Chair 2022-Present, UNA
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ADVISING AND MENTORING

2024 Committee Member for Derek Simerly MA Thesis, UNA

2022 Committee Member for Karoline Torres Neves Xavier MA Thesis, UNA
2021 Committee Member for Savannah Richardson MA Thesis, UNA

2020 Committee Chair for Lila Whisonant Honors Senior Project, UNA

2017-2019 Bethel University Fresh Start Academic Advisor
2015-2017 Bethel University ACT 6 Writing Coach
2011 The Indian University of North America Internship Coordinator

MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS

Modern LLanguage Association

Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA)

Society of Early Americanists (SEA)

University of Minnesota American Indian and Indigenous Studies Working Group (2014-2020)
University of Minnesota Early Atlantic Reading Group (2014-2020)

LANGUAGES

French (Proficient)
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