ENGLISH 254, Themes in Literature
Fall 2025

Death, Dying, and the Undead
Molly Granatino

Section 001, MWF 12:40-1:30, CRN: 41478

Course Description: This course explores the ways the universal human experience of
dying (and the condition of being dead) is represented in literature, from carpe diem poetry
to ghostly visitation. The reading assighments for each class session highlight a particular
theme, discussed in tandem with the formal elements of poetry, short stories, and novels.
The course begins with a poetry unit where students are presented with diverse takes on
death, such as the glory/horror of dying in battle, dying young and living well before death.
The next unit introduces students to the Gothic and Southern Gothic literary traditions via
short stories, touching primarily on themes of murder and sudden death. The third and final
unit examines the undead through novels about ghosts, vampires, and the lingering legacy
of an unburied body.

All sections of English 254 satisfy UT’s General Education requirements

in both Arts & Humanities (AH) and Communicating through Writing (WC).



