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Education

PhD  English—Literature, Criticism, and Textual Studies. The University of Tennessee,

MA

BA

Knoxville. August 2018.

Dissertation: Presenting Riddles: The Artifact Text in Contemporary Fiction. Committee:
Amy Elias (director), Stephen Blackwell, Allen Dunn, Thomas Haddox. Defended April
2018.

This dissertation studies four contemporary texts that utilize a trope in which the physical
book held by the reader is also purportedly an object—or artifact—found or created by a
character from the story. I show how this narrative device elevates a sense of presence for
the reader, which runs counter to common postmodern characteristics that tend to
distance the reader from the text, such as metafiction or irony. I argue that by making the
story “more real” for the reader, such texts develop a contradictory but productive tension
between, on the one hand, emotional and intellectual investment in the text and, on the
other, skepticism and doubt.

Specialized Exam: Contemporary Narrative Theory (Chair: Amy Elias)

Comprehensive Field Exams: Critical Theory (Chair: Allen Dunn), Contemporary
Literature (Chair: Amy Elias).

English—Literary Studies. John Carroll University. High Honors. August 2012.

Master’s Essay: “‘Acting on myself I change the world’: An Alternate Narrative Position
for Magda in J. M. Coetzee’s In the Heart of the Country.” Director: Brian Macaskill.

English and History. Thomas More University. Summa cum laude. James Graham
Brown Honors Fellow. May 2010.

Teaching and Research Interests

Contemporary American literature, 20"-century American literature, 20"-century and
contemporary British literature, the novel/fiction, narrative theory, literary criticism, visual and
digital fiction, composition, research writing, digital composition.


mailto:atodd10@vols.utk.edu

Academic Positions

2020-present Teaching Assistant Professor, English Department, University of Tennessee.
4-4 load of first-year composition and 200-level English classes.

2018-2020  Postdoctoral Lecturer, English Department, University of Tennessee.
Teaching position with 4-4 load of first-year composition and 200-level English
classes.

2018 Graduate Teaching Assistant, Office of Undergraduate Research, University of
Tennessee.
Mentored undergraduates on finding research opportunities and funding; assisted
with coordination of university-wide research showcases and recruitment events.

2012-2017  Graduate Teaching Associate, English Department, University of Tennessee.
2-2 teaching load, primarily composition courses.

2016-2017  Richard Davis Beale Editorial Assistant, English Department, University of
Tennessee.
Assistant to Dr. Amy Elias, editor of ASAP/Journal. Duties included maintaining
editing and publication schedule, copy editing, overseeing submissions portal,
and handling technical support for reviewers and contributors. Position also held
during Summer 2015.

2010-2012 Graduate Assistant, English Department, John Carroll University.
2-1 teaching load, composition courses.

2010-2011 Writing Center Tutor, English Department, John Carroll University.

Courses Taught

University of Tennessee
ENGL 295: Writing in the Workplace.
ENGL 253: Introduction to Fiction.
ENGL 232: American Literature II. Survey from Civil War to the present.
ENGL 102: English Composition II. Research writing/methodologies, centering on
thematically chosen readings/assignments. Course themes have included:
Inquiry into Fan Culture
Inquiry into New Media.
Inquiry into Dreaming.
Inquiry into Identity.
ENGL 101: English Composition I. Rhetorical analysis and argumentation. Course themes
have included:
“Dangerous Rhetoric” (Cults, Conspiracy Theories, and Disinformation)
Ethical Consumerism



John Carroll University
Eng 214: Major British Writers. Graduate Teaching Assistant.
Eng 112: Composition and Rhetoric II (genre and discourse analysis).
Eng 111: Composition and Rhetoric I (argumentation and rhetoric).

Publications

“Between Object and Discourse: The Dual Universe of Mark Z. Danielewski’s House of
Leaves.” Forthcoming special issue from Journal of Narrative Theory, “Unnatural
Narrative” (2025), ed. Rossitsa Terzieva-Artemis.

“Taking Your Time as Dragonborn: The Two-Story Video Game Narrative of Skyrim.”
Being Dragonborn: Critical Essays on The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim, edited by Mike
Piero and Marc A. Ouellette. McFarland, 2021.

Review of Gender and Environment in Science Fiction, edited by Christy Tidwell and
Bridgitte Barclay, Gothic Nature Journal, no. 2, 2021.

Conference Papers and Presentations

“Narrative Simultaneity in Doug Dorst and J. J. Abrams’s S.” International Conference
on Narrative, New Orleans, Louisiana, March 2020.

“Storyshowing in S.” International Conference on Narrative, Lexington, KY, March
2017.

“Redaction as Narration in House of Leaves.” International Conference on Narrative,
Chicago, IL, March 2015.

“The Absence of the Miraculous Agent in Chaucer’s The Franklin’s Tale.” Southeastern
Medieval Association Conference, Atlanta, GA, October 2014.

“xkcd, Participation, and the Narrating Audience: A Model for the Interactive
Construction of Texts.” International Conference on Narrative, Cambridge, MA, March
2014.

“Spatiotemporal Rebalancing in Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia.” Annual Meeting of the
American Comparative Literature Association, Toronto, ON, April 2013.

“Undecidability and Reader Participation in Mark Danielewski’s House of Leaves.”
Louisville Conference on Literature and Culture since 1900, Louisville, KY, February
2012.

Numerous Sigma Tau Delta papers, 2009-2012. Awarded 2™ place in Critical Essays,
American Literature, 2012.



Awards

John B. Emperor Fellowship. 2016-2017.

Bain and Irene Stewart Fellowship, University of Tennessee. 2012-2014.

J. Wallace and Katie Dean Graduate Fellowship, University of Tennessee. 2012-2013.
John C. Hodges First Year PhD Fellowship, 2012-2013.

Department and University Service

Pilot Instructor, English 102 Update, UTK, 2025.
Evaluator, Graduate Teaching Associates, UTK, 2024-2025.

NTTF Voting Representative, English Department, UTK, 2024-2025 (also served 2019-
2020, 2022-2023).

Graduate Assistant Mentor, English Department, UTK, SP25 (served eight times
prior, 2013-2024).

102 Update Committee, English Department, UTK, 2023-2024.

Composition Committee, English Department, UTK, 2023-2024.

ENGL 298 Research Showcase Committee, English Department, UTK, 2018-2019.

Graduate Career Planning Task Force, College of Arts and Sciences, UTK, 2017-2018.
Co-authored final report outlining best practices for the College of Arts and
Sciences to promote alternate academic careers within graduate programs.

Graduate Students in English (GSE), Chair, University of Tennessee, 2016-2017.
Vice-Chair, 2015-2016.
Webmaster/Historian, 2013-2015

Graduate Student Advisory Council, College of Arts and Sciences, UTK, 2016-2017.
Co-authored report leading to increased graduate stipends across the university.

Contemporary Arts and Society Research Seminar, Graduate Student Assistant, UTK,
2015-2016.

NEXUS Interdisciplinary Conference, Volunteer, UTK, 2016, 2014.
Affectsphere, UTK, May 2014. Article contributor.

Editor, John Carroll Review, John Carroll University, 2010-2012.
4



Department Publications Manager, John Carroll University, 2010-2012.

Managing Editor, Words, Thomas More University, 2008-2010.

Workshops and Coordinated Events

Supportive Teaching for Academic Resilience (STAR), Faculty Fellow, Office of
Teaching and Learning Innovation, UTK, 2024.

Curriculum Collaboration, workshop participant, English Department, UTK, 2024.

UTK Composition Summer Workshop Roundtable Presentations
Getting the Most Out of the Mentor/Mentee Relationship, August 2024.
Workshop for Teaching Civic Engagement, August 2024.
BBACT (STAR) Workshop, August 2024.
Using Class Time Effectively, August 2023.
Designing Group Activities, August 2023.
Getting Ready to Teach, August 2021.

Reassessing English 101, Focus Group Participant, UTK, 2019.

“Designing English 102 Courses: Integrating Course Content and Theme,” Roundtable,
Presenter, UTK, November 2018.

“Beyond Comp: Teaching 200-Level Courses,” Graduate Students in English (GSE)
workshop, Presenter, UTK, April 2018.
Presentation and workshop for fellow graduate students regarding the transition
from teaching composition courses to teaching in one’s specialty.

Research Day, Coordinator, Office of Undergraduate Research, UTK, March 2018.
Admissions event for over 250 high school students and family touring 40
university departments and labs.

“Seminar Paper Writing,” GSE workshop, Coordinator, UTK, November 2016.
Graduate Students in English Orientation, Coordinator, UTK, August 2016.

“Surviving Comprehensive Exams Workshop,” GSE workshop, Coordinator, UTK, April
2016, April 2015.

“Learning from Each Other,” Composition Fall Teaching Workshops, Presenter, UTK,
August 2014.
Class activity-sharing workshop for incoming graduate students.

“Conferences and Publications,” GSE workshop, Coordinator, UTK, March 2014.

Panel Moderator, NEXUS Interdisciplinary Conference, March 2014.
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Professional Membership

International Society for the Study of Narrative.
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